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The UN Convention to Combat
Desertification(UNCCD)(1994) [with the objective of
combating desertification and mitigating the effects of
drought through action at all levels and achieving
sustainable development in affected areas] adopted a
definition of desertification as defined by UNEP and
modified by UNCED(1992) to read "desertification is land
degradation in arid, semi-arid and dry sub-humid areas
resulting from wvarious factors, including climatic
variations and human activities.”

In above definition:




-land is a delineable area of the earth's solid surface,
the characteristics of which embrace all attributes of
the biosphere vertically above or below this surface,
including those of the lower atmosphere, the soil and
the underlying geology, the hydrology (including
lakes, rivers, marshes and swamps), the plant and
animal populations, the human settlement pattern
and the physical results of past and present human
activity (terracing, water storage or drainage
structures, roads, etc.).




—Degradation of the land involves the reduction of the
renewable resource potential by one or a combination of
processes acting upon the land. The resource potential
relates to agricultural suitability (rainfed or irrigated arable
cropping, animal husbandry, forestry, inland fishery),
primary productivity level, and natural biotic functions.

Such a reduction, leading to an abandonment, or
"deserting,” of the land (e.g. of parts of the Sahara,
populated until some 6000 years ago) can be because of
natural processes: such as a natural acidification of
atmospheric climate, natural processes of erosion, some
processes of soil formation such as primary salinization and
hardpan formation, a natural change in the base level of
river catchments, or natural invasion by noxious plants or
animals.

-Arid, semi-arid and dry sub-humid areas:

Areas in which the ratio of annual precipitation to potential

apotranspiration falls within the range from 0.05 to 0.65
A
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